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New Beginnings mass and the consensus was that it wasn’t difficult at all. It
seemed to be accepted by most. The changes most participants
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Advent season is the preparation for the coming of Christ, Fr. Clint, our pastor, did struggle with the new words a bit. It

a renewal that brings Good News to all Christians around appears that the difficulty lies with the Presider of the Mass, as
the world. This year, Advent 2011 brings another kind of was evident during the practice Mass.

new beginning to the Catholic Church, a renewal that will Continued next page...
deepen, nurture and celebrate our faith through the Mis-
sale Romanum Much preparation has been made to im-
plement the new format of the Roman Mass in many Eng-
lish speaking countries. The New Roman Missal commit-
tee at St. Dominic Church in Denver has spent almost an
entire year in preparing for these changes, changes that
would affect the translation and profundity of the Mass.

This implementation has not been without trepidation
however. As the committee first received direction from
the Archdiocese of Denver, it appeared that this would be
a daunting task. But, as the monthly meetings progressed,
that fear began to subside. It was realized that these
changes would not be too drastic that it would create resis-
tance from the parishioners. With three practice Masses

and And with the aid of pew cards, the people easily read

the changes. Discussions ensued following the practice
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Why the Changes Then?

According to the US Conference of Catholic Bishops,
there needed to be a change in translation. The changes do
not create a new Mass. It is a revised translation for a new
edition of the Missal.

Several revised translations of the Roman Missal have
occurred three times since the Second Vatican Council.
Pope Paul VI in 1970 promulgated “Editio Typica”. The
Latin text in “Editio Typica” was later translated into vari-
ous languages for use around world, including the English
version in the United States in 1973. In 1975, the Holy
See issued a revised text in the “Editio Typica Altera”.
And in 2000, Pope John Paul II promulgated “Editio
Typica Tertia” of the Roman Missal. The changes now
being implemented are the fruition of those efforts.

With the changes, Catholics are called to further deepen
our understanding of the Mass and our faith. Cardinal
Donald Wuerl of Washington, D.C., “All are called to ap-
proach the altar spiritually prepared. St. Paul wrote that,
‘whoever eats the bread, drinks of the cup of the Lord un-
worthily will have to answer to the body and blood of the
Lord’ (1 Cor: 11-27) It is for this reason that we take spe-
cial care to examine our conscience and if necessary receive
the sacrament of Reconciliation before receiving the body
and blood of Christ. This year, as the Church calls us to re-
flect on the new English translation of the Roman Missal,
we also are expected to renew our own understanding of the
Mass...”

The very wording of the Liturgy brings greater under-
standing of how we are to prepare to receive the body and
blood in Christ. With the renewed Missale Romanum, we
the faithful renew our understanding of our faith. Bless-
ings to all in this Advent season!
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An Advent Reflection

By Ms. Cate Orive, OP

As we approach the season of Advent I am reminded of all the
miracles and blessings for which I am so very grateful. All of
the wonderful things I have witnesses this year are sweet flow-
ers in the garden of this life. Even more sweet though, are
those things that I have suffered. I give thanks to God for all of
my crosses, so bitter in the moment and yet so profoundly mov-
ing and transformative in my soul. This gratitude in suffereing
has opened a little crack in the veil of my blindness so that I
can take a tiny peek at the joy and the attitude of wholeness that

God commands us to strive for.

I crossed a threshold this year, a threshold of hope, that I could
not understand without the bitter and sweet path of suffering
which God has led me down this year. In my self justification I
could not see that no matter how wonderful my acts might have
been before, they were bereft of any substance because they
were not acted on from the foundation of Christ’s love for hu-
manity. I have begun to learn that it is not what I do, but rather
the quality of my loving that matters, in the eternal plan. And
because my love is so very finite, in order to love as Christ
commands us to love, I must ask Him to love through me,
rough, helpless and broken though I be.

Through this radical paradigm shift I have also begun to learn
that building the City of God, founded on the eternal flow of
Divine Love, requires viewing every circumstance as an oppor-
tunity to find common ground among varied perspectives and
to hold firm a vision of wholeness in the here and now and at
every moment. It also requires faith and trust in the perfection
of the vision that God grants us, knowing that my sight is
flawed but also knowing that the Eternal Vision is genetive in
nature and comes only from the Holy Spirit communicated to a
willing soul through tiny whispers and nudgings. Will I answer
the call? Will I stand firm in the Light and not shrink back to
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the shadows where I was so comfortable and so anonymous? [
believe that God makes miracles happen through us so that we
might experience His unbounded mercy and step into awe.
And awe is where the angels abide in perpetual Adoration.

We become Christ in the world only inasmuch as we get out of
His way. And so I have to ask myself, Do | i ve
every day of my life??As we die to ourselves so that Christ
might live through us, as St. Paul so clearly expresses, it is not
my name that becomes known but rather Christ’s love. As
members of the Order of Preachers is this not our call? To
take the light of Christ to a thirsting and longing and lost
world? When I walk down the street who is it that people see
when they look at me? Is it Christ? Or is it Catheryn? IS my
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life a joyful witness that creates a desire in others to join the

Sacred Preaching??o my words inspire people to search
for unity and boundless possibility or do I inspire sadness,
confusion and fear? Our Blessed Mother is the only one who
can truly walk with surety in this endeavor and so I submit
myself to Her great care. Walk with me Mother.

Perhaps this Advent reflection is one we can do together.
How do we, as a community of the Order of Preachers, inspire
others to join the sacred dance? How are our lives together a
joyful witness? What are the crosses that we bear together?
Have we given thanks to God for them? When we hold hands
in prayer, do we create a cirlce of light that is a beacon of hope
to our world? Have we loved each other as God has loved us?
Is our circle of hope sustaining? Is it nurturing? Do we look at
each other with the eyes of compassion, longing, and accep-
tance, that is our bond? This is our vision together and one
that when rooted in faith, is already realized. May God grant
us all the joy and the faith to see it as we prepare for the com-
ing of our Lord this Christmas, and always! Happy Advent!!
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